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The US Environmental Protection Agency Hazardous Generator Improvements Rule went into effect on 
May 30, 2017 and included regulatory reliefs, new more stringent requirements, as well as organizational and 
language changes.  The Rule is currently in effect in jurisdictions without authorized independent Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) enforcement programs (Alaska, Iowa, and some Native American  
reservations), as well as several other states which have adopted the Rule by reference.  Every other US 

state, and Washington DC, is authorized by the US EPA to implement its own RCRA program. This means that other states, 
including Colorado, have one year to adopt the more stringent rules and determine whether they will adopt the reliefs. 

Waste Consolidation:
Very Small Quantity Generators 
(VSQGs) and previously Conditionally 
Exempt Small Quantity Generators 
(CESQGs) can send their hazardous 
waste to a Large Quantity Generator 
(LQG) that is under the control of the 
same person and consolidate it there 
before sending it on for management 
at a RCRA-designated facility, provided 
certain conditions are met. 

Episodic Generation:
A VSQG or a Small Quantity 
Generator (SQG) may maintain its 
existing generator category in the 
case of an event in which a quantity 
of hazardous waste is generated in a 
calendar month that would otherwise 
bump the generator into a more 
stringent generator regulatory category. 
Generators that satisfy the listed 
conditions do not have to comply with 
the more stringent generator standards 
when an unusual event such as a cleanout 
or an act of nature causes its generator 
category to temporarily increase.

Marking and Labeling:
Containers must be marked with the 
words “Hazardous Waste” as well as an 
indication of the hazards of the contents. 
Examples of how to indicate the hazards 
include (but are not limited to):

• The words of the applicable hazardous 
waste characteristic(s) (i.e., ignitable, 
corrosive, reactive, toxic);

• Hazard communication consistent with 
the Department of Transportation 
requirements at 49 CFR part 172 
subpart E (labeling) or subpart F 
(placarding);

• A hazard statement or pictogram 
consistent with the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration Hazard 
Communication Standard at 29 CFR 
section 1910.1200; or

• A chemical hazard label consistent with 
the National Fire Protection Association 
Code 704.

Additional changes were made in the areas of notification, contingency plan requirements, and facility closure notifications. 
These are only a small number of the changes to the Rule.  The final Rule includes over 60 changes to the hazardous 
waste generator regulations.  The Colorado Solid and Hazardous Waste Commission adopted the Generator 
Improvements Rule in May of 2018. Generators should research how this new Rule may impact their operations or 
contact Pinyon for assistance. Pinyon is closely following implementation of these changes in Colorado and surrounding states 
and will provide further information as it becomes available in future newsletters.

Major Rule Changes Include:

http://www.pinyon-env.com/
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/final-rule-hazardous-waste-generator-improvements


Pinyon Happenings

2018 got off to a great start 
with a move to our new 
headquarters at 3222 S. Vance 
Street in Lakewood, Colorado 
and exciting new projects in the 
works. Pinyon is growing by leaps 
and bounds with a team of over 
70 environmental professionals! 
We look forward to continued 
success serving our clients' needs 
and growing our reputation as 
the "go-to" environmental firm in 
Colorado and Arizona.

Meet Pinyon's new Board of Directors
Pinyon is pleased to announce a new Board of Directors. The board includes President Lauren Evans, Principals Scott Epstein 
and Shannon Lucio, and two outside directors, Velma Lane and Rose Morgan. 

Velma Lane | Sr. Vice President - Professional Liability, USI Insurance (formally Van Gilder)
Velma has specialized in Professional Liability Insurance and Risk Management for Architects and Engineers since 
1978.  As Director of the Professional Liability and Environmental Practice Group,  Velma developed a highly 
specialized team dedicated to meeting the unique underwriting, loss prevention, and risk management needs of 

architects, engineers, and environmental consultants.  Velma is a past President of  The Professional Liability Agents Network 
(PLAN), and has been the recipient of numerous awards and recognitions including an ACEC Colorado President’s Award.

Rose F. Morgan, PE, FACEC | President EMCS, Inc.
Rose is the president and founder of EMCS, Inc., a multi-discipline civil engineering firm which provides professional 
planning, design, and field services to both the public and private sector. Rose has 40 years of experience in business 
operations and management, engineering project management, and the design and construction of transportation 

and wastewater treatment and conveyance systems. She serves on the ACEC Wisconsin Transportation Leadership Committee, 
the ACEC National PAC Steering Committee and serves on the board of directors of  Wisconsin Manufacturer and 
Commerce. Rose is a recipient of the Purdue University Civil Engineering Alumni Achievement Award and has been elected 
into membership of the ACEC College of Fellows.

Shannon Lucio | Principal - Employee Services and Operations, Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
Shannon has been with Pinyon for over 20 years and currently serves as the Principal of Employee Services and 
Operations.  Shannon's prior experience includes data research and management, field investigations, environmental 
site assessments,  hazardous materials investigations, and industrial hygiene services.  Shannon is a member of the 

Society of Human Resource Management.

Scott Epstein, ENV SP | Principal - Strategic Implementation, Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
Scott has been with Pinyon for over 14 years and currently leads our Strategic Implementation group. He is 
responsible for helping the market managers develop and implement long-term strategies.  A motivating force in the 
company, Scott provides long-range strategic planning that guides the firm to ongoing success in the environmental 

consulting industry.  Scott serves on several committees for the ACEC National and Colorado Chapters. He's also a member 
of the Society of American Military Engineers, MOVE Colorado, and the Associated General Contractors of Colorado.

Lauren Evans, PE, ENV SP | President, Pinyon Environmental, Inc.
A licensed professional engineer with 36 years of experience, Lauren founded Pinyon Environmental, Inc. 25 
years ago. Lauren is a past president of  the ACEC Colorado and past chairs of the Colorado Water Quality and 
Hazardous Waste Commissions.  She has chaired or served on various ACEC committees and actively participates 

in industry organizations.  Her honors include the ACEC Colorado Outstanding Woman in Engineering Award, and a Colorado 
Business in Ethics Award.  Lauren was inducted to the Order of the Engineer and is a long-standing champion of raising public 
awareness, understanding, and appreciation of the engineering profession.

My, How We've Grown!



Pinyon Welcomes

Sierra is an environmental 
engineer with experience 

in site characterization, water 
sampling and analysis, and technical 
research and writing. She also has 
a background in design, including 
air pollution control devices, water 
treatment systems, and remediation 
systems. Recently, Sierra graduated 
from the University of Colorado 
Boulder where she completed 
a pilot study remediation design 
for a local business, a field study 
of municipal stormwater drainage 
effects on water quality, and the 
design and cost estimate of a 
potable water treatment plant. 

Sierra Flori, EIT 
Environmental Engineer

Carol has worked in the 
accounting field for over 

25 years. Seventeen of those years 
were spent in the Architecture 
industry. Carol's specialties include 
trade and consultant accounts 
payable, accounts receivable, 
collections,  American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) contracts, project 
setups, and budgets to project billing 
and reconciliations.

Carol McCarthy 
Accounting Assistant

Anne has over 25 years 
of extensive field and 

technical experience in heavy 
civil construction and facilities. 
This included early “boots on 
the ground” field experience, 
followed by project engineering 
assignments and later, environmental 
management and program oversight 
on a billion-dollar project. She has 
been responsible for implementing 
regulatory compliance through 
multi-media site inspections and 
audits.  Anne has led program 
oversight in implementing federal, 
state, and local requirements 
for erosion sediment control, 
stormwater pollution prevention, 
contaminated process water 

Anne Gothro 
Project Manager

Pinyon Lands on Three Winning Teams for Upcoming 
National Western Center Work
Pinyon is excited and proud to announce being a part of three 
winning teams for the City and County of Denver’s National 
Western Center Integrated Horizontal Design (Merrick and 
Company, Prime), Integrated Horizontal Construction (Hensel 
Phelps, Prime), and Denver and Rock Island Railroad Relocation 
(Wilson & Company, Prime) contracts!  We will be leading the 
environmental design, permitting, and compliance tasks at the 
National Western Center for the next several years. 

The National Western Center represents a visionary 
transformation of the National Western Complex and Denver 
Coliseum into a year-round destination. Enhancing these 
Denver landmarks and expanding the campus to approximately 250 acres, the National  Western Center will strengthen 
Denver’s global standing as a world-class hub for entertainment, education, research, and agribusiness. It will also provide a 
modernized home for the National Western Stock Show for the next 100 years.

The project’s founding partners include the City and County of Denver (CCD),   Western Stock Show Association, 
Colorado State University, the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, and History Colorado – a collaboration that 
blends education, research, culture, heritage, and economic development efforts. The mission is to convene the world at 
the National Western Center to lead, inspire, create, educate, and entertain in pursuit of global food solutions.

Pinyon has already been working on the National Western Center directly for CCD completing subsurface investigations, 
a site-wide Materials Management Plan, and construction oversight tasks. Being able to continue providing environmental 
compliance support to the City and County of Denver is an honor, and we can’t wait to see the outcome of this truly 
transformative keystone project in the years to come! 

Rendering of The National Western Center master plan.

treatment, spill prevention control, 
hazardous/contaminated material 
management, hazardous waste, and 
restricted-use material management. 



News and Announcements

July 18, 2018:  
Pinyon will be sponsoring the AGC 
Breakfast with the Board and 
CG Showcase. 

July 19, 2018:  
Pinyon's Technical Group Manager 
of Industrial Hygiene, Tricia 
McCready, will be attending 
the AIHA Rocky Mountain 
Chapter Professional Development 
Course on Gas, Vapor, and Aerosol 
Monitoring Methods.

Sept 12th - Sept 13th, 2018: 
Pinyon Principal, Scott Epstein, 
will be presenting at the 2018 AGC 
Construction Environmental 
Conference. The subject will be 
Environmental Compliance for 
Hazardous Materials on the CDOT 
Central 70 Public Private Partnership 
Project.

Upcoming Events:Pinyon has 
been awarded 
a 2018 Top 
Workplaces 
honor by 
The Denver 
Post. The list 
is based solely 
on employee 

feedback gathered through 
a third-party survey.  The 
anonymous survey measures 
several aspects of workplace 
culture, including alignment, 
execution, and connection.

Pinyon's Karlene Thomas, PE 
graduated from the American 
Council of Engineering 
Companies of Colorado 
(ACEC Colorado) Pathways 
to Executive Leadership class. 
The program leads participants 
through a practical curriculum 
focused on becoming more 

President Lauren Evans 
was honored to accept 
Pinyon's 2017 EBJ Business 
Achievement Award for 
outstanding business performance 
on March 21st at the official 
awards ceremony during the 16th 
Annual Environmental Business 
International, Inc. Environmental 
Industry Summit in San Diego. 

balanced in their personal 
and professional life, 
more influential in team 
development, coaching and 
client relationships, and more 
strategic in their business 
relationships to build a strong 
client portfolio. 
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